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power continues to be retained in the hands of
a comparatively small body of persons, many of
them born to politics and brought into it young.
Roughly speaking, this class is composed almost
entirely of persons who form part of what is called
Society. It includes a considerable proportion of
the Peerage, with a certain number of members of
the older county families, who are rich enough to
keep good houses and live in style in London, as
well as a sprinkling of industrial, mercantile, and
financial, magnates who have the same qualifications.
These are the people who can, and do, " boss"
politics: not so much because they are clever, or
noble, or even rich, as simply because they are at
the centre of affairs, and have convenient oppor-
tunities for getting their hands upon the levers.

The case is similar to that which constantly
occurs at a public meeting, or a large committee,
called to discuss and transact any kind of business.
A knot of active and busy persons will gather round
the table, at which the chairman and secretary sit,
and they will propose the motions, draft the resolu-
tions, suggest the amendments, and generally arrange
matters as they please. There is nothing to prevent
any individual, in the body of the hall, or near the
door, from taking his fair share in the proceedings,
beyond the fact that he is isolated and unsupported,
and locally sundered from the focus or activity. If
he can speak, trumpet-tongued, he may command a
hearing; but if he is only an ordinarily quiet and
modest person he never gets his chance. The fussy
wire-puller at the table can do more with a whisper
than he could with a burst of eloquence.
So it is with la haute politique amongst us. The